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PHIL ALAIN

This magazine is dedicated to the memory of my grandma, Elizabeth Carney, who passed away in Three Hills, AB in the
spring of 2005 while I was touring NOA in Ottawa. I know you are still praying for me safe in the arms of the angels.
When I realized that 2006 was the 10th year
for me doing the Night of Artists shows I
had to stop and shake my head in disbelief.
Where did the time go? It seems like only
yesterday I grabbed a bunch of my artwork,
called up my close friend Bruce Frier and my
sister Corinne Alain, both who were aspiring
performers, and asked them if they would
like to be part of an art show I was going
to have. I wanted to throw an art party and
celebrate not only my visual art but the great
musical talent that my friends and family had
as well. I booked a little Community Hall in
St. Albert, Alberta and proceeded to throw
my little art show with a party twist.
People said it was crazy to charge money for
an art show and that no one would come.
They told me that art should only be seen in
galleries and that a festive setting does not
do the artwork justice.
I thought about both those points and I
agreed. No one will pay money to go to an
art show - but they will pay to attend a party.
A community hall is definitely not the best
place to see artwork in comparison to a
gallery - but if people won’t go into galleries
because they are intimidated or don’t think
they are interested in art, how do I ever
get them to see my artwork or get them
interested in setting foot in a gallery?
Night of Artists became my way of bringing
original art, music, poetry, dance and any art
form I could incorporate, into one setting
to open up people’s eyes to the creativity
that abounds in their own communities. I

wanted people to come see some incredible
art forms and hear some powerful music
that they more then likely did not even
know existed. By throwing “parties” that
everyone could relate to with food and drink,
I was able to showcase elements of the arts
community that many of these people would
normally never experience. My hopes were
that these people would stop being led by
the mainstream music on the top 40 radio
stations and poster art in department stores
and actually take the time to meet the artists
behind the scenes that are toiling away in
their midst.
Since its humble beginning 10 years ago NOA
has now expanded from a one artist show in
a little community hall to include artists from
across Canada. The NOA shows are in 13
locations now and continue to grow in size
and scope. NOA has an incredible website
of art and music, a national magazine and a
network of artists that support each other
and open more doors for the arts in this
country daily.
When people leave Night of Artists I am
hoping that they will take the spirit they
gained from the show and carry it into their
daily lives. I hope they will go into more
galleries, attend more concerts, enjoy more
literature and culture, and support the
individuals who keep the community alive
and vibrant through their creativity.
To look at Night of Artists in 2006 and
see all the artists and musicians who have
participated over the years is sometimes

hard for me to fathom. When I think of all
the people I have met, and the moments I
have shared since that first little show in St.
Albert, I can only sit back and smile. I hope
that 10 years from now I am still sitting back
and smiling and enjoying the beauty. Some
days the clouds that surround me make
it hard to enjoy the flowers that we have
planted. But when the clouds move away and
the sun is shining – I can’t think of a more
beautiful sight.
Thank you to my Mom, Dad, Dave, Corinne, John,
Julie, Sue and Joe for being the love, patience and
support that allows me to carry on.Without you
it would be impossible.
Thanks to Cathy Stevenson and Beth Dunlop
the creators of this magazine masterpiece.Their
efforts have brought together some of the most
amazing people I know into one magazine.
Thanks to Deb Thrall.You have allowed me to put
the puzzle pieces into place.
Thanks to God...When I have not had the
strength to carry on with this project you have
always been there to listen and guide me.

Phil Alain,
Executive Producer / Founder
Night Of Artists
1997-2006 ~10TH ANNIVERSARY
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LEWIS
LAVOIE
Bringing Art To Life

The music moved people’s feet as Lavoie astonished the crowds
swiftly painting large canvasses. People watched, utterly amazed.
Lewis Lavoie became a part of Night of
Artists back in 1999 and participated in
his first NOA show at the Mayfield Inn in
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. NOA founder
Phil Alain and Lavoie first met through
a visual arts festival in St. Albert, Alberta
but were mutual admirers of each other’s
artwork for years prior to their actual
meeting.
After long conversations with Lavoie, Alain
invited him to join NOA and help create
new avenues for artists to get their work
seen and appreciated. Together, these
two visionaries saw many ways in which
they could make a difference in the arts
community. Lavoie accepted Alain’s invitation
and has been with Night of Artists ever since,
longer then any other member.
Live Art “Performance” Painting

Not only is Lavoie a strong creative force
behind the growth of Night of Artists over
the last ten years, he is also a major feature
at all Night of Artists shows with his highly
entertaining live art creations. In 2000
Lavoie and Alain brought NOA to Calgary.
At that time Lavoie began doing “live” action
paintings. Alongside the musical Latin trio
“Los Morenos” in downtown Calgary, people
flocked to witness the shows. The music
moved people’s feet, as Lavoie astonished
the crowds, swiftly painting large canvasses.

People watched, utterly amazed.
The incredible popularity of these live
performances led Lavoie into a new realm
of art creation. Today he is a highly sought
after performing visual artist of national
scope, and a feature at all NOA shows across
Canada. He thrills audiences everywhere, and
his live paintings have raised over $100,000
for worthy charities across Canada. Lavoie’s
live art masterpieces have sold for over
$5,000.00.
A Royal Moment –
Painting For Queen Elizabeth II

In 2005 Lavoie reached new exciting heights
with his live paintings. A special request was
made of him to create a live painting for
Queen Elizabeth II, a highlight of the Royal
Visit in Edmonton, Alberta. The Queen was
incredibly touched by Lavoie’s performance.
She deliberately took time to stop and talk
with the talented Lavoie. Not only was
she impressed with Lavoie’s work, she also
inquired in her conversation “Did you paint
this image in the short time I was here?”
Lewis humbly replied, “Yes I did” whereupon,
with an admiring look on her face, she said
gently “that was fast!!”

Photo by GAIA Media

As Lewis Lavoie continues to gain notoriety
across Canada for his art projects, his
masterful works continue to rise in value.
Lewis continues to paint at most NOA
1997-2006 ~10TH ANNIVERSARY
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Clockwise from the top left:
Lewis Lavoie astonished the crowds, Land
Of Nod Painting: “Preleud to the Fair”,
Ian Tyson and Lewis, Lewis with Edmonton
Eskimo Rob Grant, Lewis and the Mayor
of Edmonton Stephen Mandel, Lewis and
Ralph Klein.

events, and is sought after by corporations
and charitable organizations across Canada,
wanting to enhance their events with his
lively performances.

idea and united artists and communities
across Canada. Along the way, these socially
conscious artists have also raised thousands
for charities throughout the country.

Mural Mosaic

Land Of Nod

Since 1999, Lavoie and NOA founder Phil
Alain have collaborated on a multitude of
arts projects. Throughout, Lavoie’s creative
influence has been a constant inspiration for
Alain. Through their collaboration, these two
visionary artists have achieved great success
in their own art careers, while helping
others along the way. Together, along with
Lavoie’s brother Paul, they have created the
astonishing Mural Mosaic projects, subject of
much international attention.

If that wasn’t an impressive enough resume
for this incredibly talented individual, Lavoie
is also a renowned children’s illustrator and
writer. His captivating written words and
stunning artwork have been combined to
create an amazing world of beauty - “The
Land of Nod”. This project involves a
fascinating written storyline combined with
a series of paintings, which allow people of
all ages to escape into an incredible fantasy
world. The masterful paintings that illustrate
the book are sparkling with beauty, color and
life. The story is as inspiring as the images
themselves!

The concept of uniting artists through one
mural came to life after Lavoie came up
with the artistic concept. He then created
his own mosaic mural portraying the face
of Michelangelo’s sculpture “David”. Upon
seeing the success of his own masterpiece,
he decided to expand the concept to include
other artists. Together, Phil Alain, Paul and
Lewis Lavoie, have taken Lewis’s original
8
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The popularity of the paintings created by
Lavoie for “The Land of Nod” and the books
unique concept was exemplified through his
prequel release of a few original paintings
and “ The Land Of Nod Sketchbooks”.
Now, various organizations, publishers,

art enthusiasts, scientists and religious
organizations worldwide are anxiously
awaiting “The Land of Nod” book release.
When Lavoie is not painting, researching or
writing he often accommodates requests
for lectures on “The Land of Nod”. It seems
word has spread that herein exists not only
a captivating, but meaningful and powerful
storyline!
Until its official release, the followers of
“The Land of Nod” will have to be content
enjoying the prequel sketchbooks and the
few images Lavoie has released. Book
and art fans can also keep their eye on
www.lavoiestudios.com for details on the
release of this highly anticipated book and
coinciding art show.
Lavoie continues to be a special guest at
Night of Artists shows and remains a driving
force behind the scenes as NOA flourishes
across Canada. His work can be seen in the
national NOA magazine and through
www.NightOfArtists.com.
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The Body Artist

Photo by GAIA Media

Vicki Myers
Vicki Myers can be best described as
enthusiastic and adventurous.Vicki has never
been one to shy away from taking risks or
exploring new ideas to push her art to new
levels. She is creative in her approach to the
marketing of her artwork yet remains true to
her own style as she refuses to sacrifice her
personal creative flare simply to make a sale.
Myers work is somewhat surrealistic and
is influenced by the styling of Diego Rivera.
Vicki could be categorized as one of the
most passionate artists in Night of Artists.
Rarely a day goes by when she is not doing
something that involves her artwork.

Photos by Vicki Myers, Michele Vekved and GAIA Media.

Her adventurous personality and surrealistic
style comes to life at Night of Artists in a
much more intriguing way then just through
her acrylic paintings. Myers not only is an
accomplished painter she is also one of
Canada’s most renowned body artists. Her
work has turned heads everywhere she goes.
Myer’s body art is now sought after
nationally and has been a feature at Night

of Artists shows since she became a member
in 2000. Her exceptional painting skill shines
through as she turns the human flesh into
amazing artistic masterpieces. Guests can
be caught admiring her works at the shows
and are always impressed with her creativity
and skill. This “wash down the drain” art
form, which Myers creates without using the
more common airbrush technique, requires a
steady hand and creative eye. Her reputation
has grown substantially throughout Canada,
based on word of mouth from thousands of
show guests, both bewildered and delighted
with what she is able to put forth show after
show.
In 2006 Night of Artists guests will once
again witness the amazing talents that Myers
possesses. Not only will her work be walking
around at the Night of Artists shows, guests
will actually be able to witness Vicki creating
her live masterpieces as she paints away on
her fleshy canvas.

1997-2006 ~10TH ANNIVERSARY
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Back Porch Swing, Penguin
Eggs magazine praises Back Porch
Swing’s music as composed of “witty,
humorously charming lyrics mixed
with tasty playing”. This husband
and wife team, along with two jazzy
accompanying musicians, is known
for its fiery performances at various
festivals. Their unique folksy sound
constantly has audiences asking for
more.

Alexia Melnychuk is an
emerging Singer Songwriter born
and raised in rural Alberta.
She has been playing and singing as
long as she can remember, and knew
early on it was all she wanted to do.
An opportunity to attend a boarding
school for 2 years in high school,
allowed her to immerse herself in
music; choirs, theatre, and piano
lessons. It is also where she met
her first “real live musician,” a guitar
teacher, someone actually making a
living at playing music! It was all the
inspiration she needed...
Alexia has been pursuing a career in
the music business since her move to
Edmonton in 1995. For the past decade
she has been performing professionally,
at times earning her living solely from
playing music, and honing her skills as a
performer and songwriter.
She is currently putting all her efforts
and energy into writing new material
for her next recording, a full length CD,
planned for release late 2006.
www.alexiamelnychuk.com

www.backporchswing.ca
Chris Wynters, has made his living
as a singer and songwriter for more
than a decade now. He is a founding
member of Alberta roots-rock outfit
CAPTAIN TRACTOR, releasing 5
albums and touring the world. He
is a writer of musical theatre, his
most recent work, THE WINTER’S
TALE PROJECT won four Elizabeth
Sterling Haynes Awards including Best
Original Score and Best Production
Of A Musical. He is releasing a solo
album called, SKYWRITING, this May.
CAPTAIN TRACTOR is also releasing
a new record called NORTH OF THE
YELLOWHEAD. Both are coming out
on Six Shooter Records/Warner label.
www.thewinterstale.ca

Andy McCormack originally
from Edmonton, Alberta, has been
song-writing for the past 25 years and
enjoys drawing inspiration from the
60’s, 70’s and 80’s pop scene.

www.NightOfArtists.com

by brother’s Mathew and Eli Cardinal.
Mathew, 15, plays lead guitar, vocals,
and composed the song “I thought.”
Eli 18, plays the drums, vocals, and
writes lyrics for the band (22 songs
so far). Playing along with the boys
is 14 year old Brent Alook who plays
bass guitar. The boys have focused
their musical ambition on writing and
composing original material as oppose
to playing cover songs as many young
bands do. M.E.B. has developed a
sound and style all their own which is
quickly catching on with all age groups.
Eli, Mathew and Brent like to spend
their time practicing their songs in
the Cardinal’s garage which has been
renovated and dedicated as a full time
practice room which can often be
found filled by a growing number of
fans. This talented youth band
has performed throughout Alberta.
Their first professional recorded
demo CD features 5 songs all written
and composed by Eli and Mathew.
www.NightOfArtists.com

He opened for the Barenaked Ladies
in 1997, and has recorded 3 albums.
He is currently releasing his 4th album
entitled “The Recordings of Andrew
McCormack”, a compilation of songs
from the last 25 years.
www.NightOfArtists.com
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Ellen McIlwaine was born in
Sue Foley, is considered to be one
of the finest blues/roots artists working today. Sue has spent over fourteen
years on the road as bandleader,
lead vocalist, guitarist and manager of
her own band. She has released nine
CD’s to date including her most recent
“Change”. In 2000, she was honored
with her first Juno Award for her
recording “Love Comin’ Down”. Since
1999 she has received a record setting
seventeen Maple Blues Awards. When
not on tour Sue is working on a book
called “Guitar Woman”, an historical
and biographical account of female
guitarist from all over the World.

Tennessee and moved with adopted
missionary parents to Japan when
she was only two. Exposed to everything from Japanese Folk and Classical
Music, Rhythm and Blues greats like Ray
Charles, Fats Domino and Professor
Longhair on Japanese radio, as well
as the Grand Ole Opry on American
Armed Forces Radio, growing up in an
International Community of families
from India, Pakistan, the Middle East,
Eastern and Western Europe, etc. etc.
She was playing World Music before it
was called by that name!
www.ellenmcilwaine.com

www.guitarwoman.com
www.suefoley.com

Daisy Blue Groff Daisy is the
Dustin Cole writes all his songs

co-founder of Painting Daisies who
have released their latest recording
“Phonography”.

on a Martin acoustic guitar. He likes to
play shows by himself sometimes - fans
argue it’s the best way to see and hear
him. He will choose from a wellspring
of compositions and try out new stage
moves. Don’t feel estranged.

“The saving grace... was Daisy
Blue Groff ’s voice... (she’s an) easy,
comfortable performer, able to let
loose...”
-Toronto’s NOW magazine

www.dustincolemusic.com

www.daisybluegroff.com

THE RETROFITZ, Shake

Photo by Jason Shafto

Rachelle Van Zanten, as the
front women for Painting Daisies, the
band won “Entertainer’s of the Year”
for the 2001 Prairie Music Awards
beating out Jann Arden, Nickleback,
and Wide Mouth Mason. In 2003,
van Zanten’s penned, “Walking Home
Lately”, was the song that lead to
winning top prize in CBC’s Great
Canadian Music Dream” competition,
over 4000 acts. Over the last three
years, she has toured 36 States of
America, 7 provinces of Canada,
Iceland, Belgium, Holland, and Germany,
sharing the stage with such greats as
Colin Linden, Ellen McIlwaine, Sonny
Rhodes, and Alison Brown. She has
now finished her debut and long
awaited solo CD, “Back to Francois”,
and will be touring across North
America and Europe for most of 2006.
As a member of the Alberta music
community van Zanten is the producer
of western Canada’s only music camp
for young women, Rocker Girl Camp
(www.rockergirlcamp.com).
“Life is too short to be ordinary. My
passion is for the extraordinary.”
- Livia Stoyke

your body down to the ground with
Edmonton’s latest and greatest all-star
party band. This 11-piece crew is jampacked with some of Edmonton’s finest
musicians.
The band is fronted by singers Kelly
Alanna (from Godiva fame) and,
Christian Mena (from Maracujah
and the Devotees).
This group will guide you through a
magnetic tour of hip-hop, funk, disco,
old school R&B and modern dance
music; from The Black Eyed Peas to Sly
& the Family Stone, from Lenny Kravitz
to Michael Jackson, from Beyonce to
the Queen of Soul Aretha Franklin
and the artist formerly and once again
known as Prince.
THE RETROFITZ is the brainchild of
bandleader/arranger Marc Beaudin,
who has worked alongside Alfie
Zappacosta. He secures the groove
with an all-star rhythm section.
It’s highlighted with the dreamy,
uncompromising and powerful
“Nuckin’ Futs Horns” a stellar
5-piece horn section.
www.retrofitz.ca

www.rachellevanzanten.com

1997-2006 ~10TH ANNIVERSARY
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So Jazz, Paul Strand and James
Oldenburg formed the So Jazz
Guitar Duo in February of 2003 as
a vehicle for each other to explore
improvisatory Jazz.
Both players bring to the table
an extensive background in many
different styles of popular and
classical music, and are very grateful
to have this opportunity to share
with each other, and with you the
rich and exciting repertoire of
improvised jazz.
Paul is the owner/operator of Prairie
Wind instrument repair. James is
currently teaching guitar at Grande
Prairie Regional College, and is the
owner/operator of Moberly Sound
Recording Studio.
www.NightOfArtists.com

Wickens-Knight, bursting onto
the Toronto music scene in 2004, in
2005 roots & blues band WickensKnight released their self-titled debut
album, won the prestigious Toronto
Blues Society national Talent Search,
and were nominated as Canada’s New
Artist of the Year in the Maple Blues
Awards. Combining greasy guitar
tones, pounding drums and bass guitar,
and soul-drenched vocals, WickensKnight weaves an invigorated tapestry
of tone. Founders guitarist Dylan
Wickens and singer Jon Knight fuse a
variety of influences to meld the sonic
sensibilities of both the old and the
new. The veteran rhythm section of
drummer Tom Bona and bassist Harpo
Peterson ensures an ever-present
groove. Whether tremolo-soaked
swampy blues, gritty soul, gut-bucket
drums and slide guitar, or rootsy
ballads, the emphasis is on putting their
own stamp on whatever they do.
www.wickens-knight.com

Miriam Jones is a bold writer
with a slow-burning quality and a rich,
whimsical voice along the lines of
Norah Jones and Gillian Welch, Jones
delivers acoustic-bent music that is
at once intelligent, earthy and soulful,
melancholy and exalting. Her work
is arresting in its artistry, but also
possesses a lyrical depth intent on
engaging the thoughtful listener. Jones
currently resides in Vancouver.
www.miriamj.ca
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The Fates, blending their individual
styles, Lori Reid, Lin Elder and Jenny
Allen have united to create something
magical- a veritable “supergroup”
of some of the best female singer/
songwriters in Canada. Their debut
CD, “’til we have faces”, explores
a myriad of feelings and moods,
supported by signature harmonies,
strong musicianship and poetic
sensibilities.
The group has been coined “a
groovin’ female version of Crosby,
Stills and Nash”, touching on their
unique arrangements and outstanding
harmonies.. This sensual album, with
elements of alternative pop, jazz and
soul, is an open, honest portrayal of
life, love and the fates that be. Their
live performance is in another realm.
Feedback from fans demonstrates that
experiencing a live show leaves people
buzzing, prompting one reviewer
to comment, “These guitar slinging
goddesses put on a hot show that is
chillingly good!” Good things happen in
threes and the fates are true alchemy.

“The Fates are like a sonic version of an
eiderdown quilt.”
-Peter North, Edmonton Journal
www.thefates.ca

Viajante World Beat Drum
Ensemble was formed in 2000 by
the students of Master Percussionist
Tilo Paiz, who wanted to bring his
unique style of hand drumming out
of the classroom and to the stage.
This ensemble, featuring the Maestro’s
percussive pyrotechnics, uses diverse
instrumentation to perform music
that draws on the world beat/fusion
genre, and is known for putting on
a lively and spirited performance
that energizes and excites audiences.
Their performance resume includes
everything from fundraisers to festivals
such as the Night of Artists, as well as
collaborating with other ensembles
and dancers and conducting drumming
circles, workshops and team-building.
www.viajantedrums.com

MUSICIANS

Piper McKinnon is based in
Vancouver BC, this talented woman
makes her way playing piano, writing
and singing songs she wrote herself.
The love of music has carried her into
always managing to make it work!
Often compared to Dido and Jewel has
gained her appreciation with the coffee
shop crowd and she is now gaining
a loyal following and they’re always
interested to hear the new songs she
has “invented”! Can you imagine Paula
Cole singing Eye of the Tiger? No??
Well, that’s Piper! Check out her show
and you’ll see that it sounds fabulous!
www.myspace.com/piperjane
our_pipsqueak@shaw.ca

The Cam Neufeld Trio, A
long time fixture in the Edmonton
music scene, Cam has played his own
style of fiddle music in clubs and festivals across the prairies. From country
dance halls to the Winspear Centre
in Edmonton, his musical journey has
spanned the gamut of fiddle styles. Together with Thom Golub and Dwayne
Hrynkiw , the Cam Neufeld trio plays
original music that has been described
as “a grab bag of tangos, jigs, waltzes,
swing numbers, blues-all performed
with verve and immaculate taste.”

Riverdale Bluegrass Band,
there’s a lot of tradition in a band
that’s only been together a few years.
That’s because the love of roots and
bluegrass music runs deep in this trio
that hails from Riverdale, a thriving
artistic community nestled on the
banks of the North Saskatchewan
River, in Edmonton Alberta.
In July 2004, the Riverdale Bluegrass
Band was judged crowd favourite at
the Blueberry Bluegrass Festival band
competition. The same weekend, they
were judged best band in a juried
competition, and won a spot on the
main stage at the 2005 festival. This
year will find them playing a number
of festivals around Edmonton and the
province.
www.myriverdale.com

Bob Jahrig, an Edmonton based
singer/songwriter, Bob Jahrig has been
involved in the Alberta music scene for
a number of years. His debut CD, Tree
Tops, was released in 2002 and produced
by local musician producer Shannon
Johnson. Tree Tops has received critical
acclaim and received extensive airplay
on CKUA and CBC. It was chosen by
a panel of CKUA announcers as one of
the top 20 recordings of 2002.
Bob has been a concert performer at
folk venues across Alberta and teaches
songwriting to youths as an instructor
at Youthwrite, a summer camp run by
the Writer’s Guild of Alberta.

Stew Kirkwood just released
the best record he’s ever made.
What with the quality of albums
“Welcome” and “Like a Star’s
Microphone”, this is no small
accomplishment. This new CD
“And a One and a Two” caps a
body of work that can be matched
by few.
The album’s got a major dose of
originality; Stew is a writer that
wears his influences on his sleeve
without sounding derivative. If you
must try to compare him to anyone
else you’ll be picking out greatest
parts of pros such as The Band, The
Beatles, Daniel Lanois, and Elliott
Smith.
www.NightOfArtists.com

Bob’s songwriting reveals his love of
language, melody and a search for beauty
in human spirit and the natural world.
His unique guitar style and unforgettable
voice complement a poetic lyricism. His
inspiration comes from family, his hobby
as an amateur astronomer and the
wilderness he experienced growing
up in northern Ontario and Alaska.
www.bobjahrig.ca

www.camneufeld.com
www.sonicbids.com/camneufeld
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ON THE

TERROR
ISLAND

It was July 2003. We had just finished our
first ever show on Vancouver Island in Sidney.
It was the last of eight shows we had done
during this busy year with NOA. What better
way to finish off the tour than to do so in
such a beautiful part of the country? Lewis
Lavoie and I had traveled many many miles
and we were definitely deserving of a holiday.
It was time for a much needed break. After
some brief discussion we decided to take
that break: a little camping trip to relax and
unwind on this beautiful Canadian island.
We packed into Lewis’s van and headed
down the beautiful scenic highways of
Vancouver Island. We drove until we arrived
at a small logging community nestled in
a cove. There we discovered a beautiful
campsite over looking the sea. Not only was
the site spectacular, but camping was free!
Firewood was also free, and not left over
scraps of firewood, but fresh dry logs, the big
burnable kind… and already split to boot!
“Free” always works well with us artists.
There were campers scattered here and
there but there was one empty spot that,
as we got closer, we determined it was an
absolute dream location.

Lewis and I promptly began to prepare a fire.
Wendy McNeill and Luann Kowalek (NOA
musicians) also staying at the campsite joined
us to create an exceptional campfire feast.
We ate heartily, had a nice cup of coffee and
admired the sun setting on the horizon. We
were feeling utterly satisfied as the warm
calm summer evening began to close its eyes
for another night. This was exactly what the
doctor had ordered.
As we finished up our dinner we watched
15
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Drama In Real Life

just off the coastline, in a cove a couple
hundred yards away, the artistic ballet of
log drivers gathering logs together to move
them to a new home. Men danced gracefully
on the logs, adeptly skipping from one log
to another with nothing but their balance,
strength and their 8-foot long log prodders
for support.
Neither Lewis nor I had ever witnessed a
log drive. We were fascinated by the scene in
front of us. On such a beautiful night, this live
“logging ballet” performance was a memory
to treasure.
As we watched the fluid grace of the men,
we noticed an unusual “one man boat” arrive.
It began moving in and out around the logs.
The man in the boat appeared to be the
foreman of the crew. He weaved around
the logs with great speed and in flamboyant
fashion he bellowed out directions and
guided logs into place.
To a couple of prairie boys watching a log
drive for the first time, this was indeed a
highlight of our travels. And not only for us,
as down the coastline other campers were
sitting in their lawn chairs watching and
enjoying the log show now “starring” the
flamboyant crazy foreman. He carried on
wildly yelling like a mad man and steering
dangerously around the cove. There was no
doubt he was showing off yet I couldn’t help
think just how entertaining this was!
As we continued to watch, the sun began
to dip into the sparkling ocean. A tugboat
arrived and began to tow the logs out to sea.
To our surprise every log in the bay began
to move. As we watched in awe, logs simply
disappeared off into the horizon and the

cove, which buzzed with excitement only
minutes earlier, was now empty. It felt almost
ghostly.
Soon every log melted away with the sun
and our sole campfire illuminated the night
sky. The night had been perfect. We were
getting the relaxation we so deserved and
desired. We laughed, told stories and enjoyed
the coastal night. Our fire was alive, stoked
with free firewood. The night sky bloomed.
The ocean spoke deeply to us in its mellow
rhythms. Everything was perfect.
It was late: Time to pack it in for the night.
The girls went off to their tent a few yards
from ours and I poured my weary bones into
my sleeping bag. I lay there in the dark, sleep
nearing, gently thinking just how perfect this
night had been. It was a night to remember;
it was so nice to simply relax and enjoy some
peace after such a busy NOA tour. I heard
the sound of Lewis putting out the fire. The
simmering water on the coals was like a
mother’s gentle voice cooing “shhhhhhhh….
go to sleep…. sweet dreams”.
Lewis, a loud snorer, was fast asleep seconds
after he entered the tent. I finally closed my
eyes and sweet sleep overtook me. Nothing,
not even Lewis’s trumpet playing, was going
to interrupt it.
Or so I thought.
It seemed I had just closed my eyes when
suddenly something awakened me. Opening
my eyes, I realized Lewis was sitting up too.
“What time is it? What was that sound?”
Lewis asked in a drowsy voice.
Unfortunately neither of us had watches
1997-2006 ~10TH ANNIVERSARY
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Lewis snapped his head back in.

was dead determined to burn us alive!!

“There is someone out there,” he said
annoyed “and he’s building a huge fire in our
campsite! Doesn’t he realize there are tents
with people trying to sleep in them nearby? ”

I pulled back into our tent and looked back
at Lewis. In a split second, the look on Lewis’s
face went from annoyed to “this is serious
PHIL”!

Our tent was very close to the fire pit, I
thought. “How inconsiderate!”

Adrenaline shot through my system. Terror
leapt into my mind. “Oh my god….” I blurted,
“We have to call someone.”

My mind wandered briefly and I began
thinking back to my childhood and the Kile
kids; two St. Albert boys we grew up with,
who were badly burned in a tent fire.
My thoughts were shattered again as now
we could hear some guy outside, screaming
some weird song!
“There is going to be a saffron rice tonight”
he howled.
“What does that mean?” Muttered Lewis as
we sat looking at each other confused.
“Shhh, listen!” I said, redirecting Lewis’s
attention to the strange visceral song outside
our tent.
“There is going to be a @##@ sacrifice
tonight!! This time the campers are going to
have to pay!! You @#$# campers are going
to pay big time!”
I unzipped the tent and there it was: the
silhouette of a man holding an axe, screaming
out profanities mixed in with his guttural
song! He was at least 6 feet tall wearing a
white tank top. He had thick powerful arms, a
potbelly, and anger seeped through his pores.
The head was partially bald, the remaining
hair blazing upright like Satan’s horns. This
was a scene straight from the depths of hell.
handy, but time had definitely passed since
we first fell asleep. The night was lit up with
what appeared to be a fire outside the tent.
“I thought you put out the fire,” I said
wanting to go back to sleep, but could not, as
I desperately had to pee.
“I did.” Lewis replied groggily, “Maybe the
wind re-kindled some coals, and started it
back up?” He un-zipped the tent to take a
look.
I was thinking the fire seemed to be a bit
bright; the tent was lit up inside as if it were
daylight. All I wanted to do was go back to
sleep, but now I had this bladder to deal with.
I asked Lewis to grab my boots as he stuck
his head out of the tent.
16
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Behind this beast of a man, was a massive
inferno. In our fire pit, this satanic bull of
a man had stacked huge tree stumps into a
massive mound at least 5 feet high and 15
feet across. The fire was a raging inferno and
only feet from our tent!! The wind, blowing
ferociously out towards the sea, flattened
the massive blaze into what looked like a
completely horizontal colossal flamethrower.
The man walked to his 4x4 pick up truck
parked in our campsite. Biceps strained as he
lifted more and more logs into his arms. How
big is he going to make this fire I frantically
wondered? The box of his truck was filled
to the brim with logs. Fear rose within me. It
seemed this visitor had no plans to leave any
time soon. Worse than that, it appeared he

I flipped opened my cell phone only to
discover the words “no service”.
The tent had no windows. We could see
nothing. We felt helpless. We could only
watch the silhouette of a roaming mad man
reflected on the side of our tent. The curses
bellowed out. The howling threats continued.
The heat of the fire crept towards the thin
tent walls.
With a quick look straight back at me, Lewis
moved forward to take one more look
outside. Slowly, tentatively he peered out. His
eyes met a drunken stare.
“HEY YOU!! Yeah,YOU, you tenter! Am I
keeping you awake!!!” He bellowed loudly.
“I am going to make so much @##@ noise
no one is going to sleep tonight!! Listen to
me!!! I lost my @###@ job!! Thirty years of
my life and those buggers couldn’t care less!
Now its you stupid @###@ that are going
to pay!”
He carried on cursing with a melee of
profanities I had never heard before. And I’d
had my share! I managed a northern Alberta
bar for years and thought I had heard
everything.
One thing I knew for sure was Lewis, and his
church boy ways, would certainly have never
experienced this kind of language. Glancing
back at Lewis, I realized this must be the
case. Lewis was frozen in fear.
Thoughts of this guy going postal entered
my mind and I could envision the next day’s
headlines: CAMPSITE KILLINGS-ARTISTS
FOUND DEAD.
My thoughts were shattered. “Where ya from
tenter?” He screamed. ‘I SAID…. WHERE
ARE YOU FROM?!?”
“A…Alberta…” replied Lewis softly with a
quiver in his voice.
“AN ALBERTA BOY!” he yelled “ I HATE
ALBERTA!! Them bastards thinking they
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are all so smart with their big fancy high
paying jobs. Well my little Alberta Boy… we
are going to burn all this wood for a pagan
sacrifice! Do you got a problem with that?
Eh? Hey Alberta boy answer me!! Well too
bad if you do anyways!” The terror was
rising.

of his axe. Only this, would muffle the sound
of my escape.

“Get out here and drink with me!! No way
you are sleeping tonight!!” and he laughed
hysterically.

The axe swung high in the air. I opened the
door. The axe fell. The thud of the weapon
echoed like a ripple through my fear. I was in
the vehicle. I was safe. I waited once more for
the chilling thud. Desperately I heaved the
door inward. It was shut. My heart heaved.
I sat still. I looked down at a small red light
glowing on the dashboard. “DOOR IS AJAR”.

Lewis retreated back into the tent and the
man began singing at the top of his lungs. He
swung his axe back and forth beside our tent.
“Alberta boy…. Alberta boy” he sang to the
tune of Alberta Bound as he swung away.

Lewis’s van had a very weak battery. If I sat
there for period of time, with that glowing
red light eating away at the power, I would
surely kill the battery. There was no choice. I
had to get the door shut tightly.

With every swing we heard a sharp thud of
axe meeting wood. His sick chant like singing
kept on like a repeating nightmare. “Alberta
boy… there is going to be a sacrifice
tonight!!! The Norse gods are angry and the
campers will pay!!”

Once again I watched the mad man hurl his
axe through the air. In my hidden stillness, I
watched and waited for the right moment.

Suddenly a loud noise shot through the
air. Could it be a gun? Again and again the
shot erupted. After each explosion the man
grew more and more hysterical. His laughter
blended into screams and his screams into
laughter. The fire was now raging outside our
tent.
Inside Lewis and I huddled in fear. We tried to
gather our thoughts. Outside the tent were
an axe, a gun, an inferno and a raging lunatic.
It was 2:30 a.m. and we prayed we would live
to see the dawn.
I turned to Lewis: my companion, my artistic
mentor, and loyal inspiring friend. Something
had to be done. It was too dangerous to
confront this beast unarmed. But, if I could
make it to our vehicle I could at least
monitor his movements. If he made a move
to attack, to axe the tent or set it a blaze, I
might, with help from above be able to jump
him from behind.
It was agreed I would make the move.
I waited. The man moved towards his truck
to get more wood. Please feet, please
don’t fail me now! With that last thought,
I sprinted from the tent. The van was near.
I felt each thud of my heart. I heard each
breath I took. Suddenly my hands contacted
metal. I cowered in the shadows…. breathing,
waiting… waiting for the right moment to
open the van door. I knew the only way I
could open and close the door undetected,
was to work in unison with sick loud thuds

It came. The axe rose high and curled
downward. Just as it was about to strike, I
made my move. But there was no thud. Only
the sound of the van door latch.

I had been cloaked in a spot of darkness!! It
was like some sort of divine intervention!!
Casting my eyes upward, I realized a park sign
had blocked the light directly where I was
sitting. At this very moment I was saved by a
“No Fishing” sign.
The dark burly shadow moved back towards
the tent. “ARE YOU IN THERE TENTER? You
better not come out here now if you know
what’s good for you. The Norse gods have
spoken. The wind is blowing in from the East
and there WILL BE A SACRIFICE. NO ONE
SLEEPS TONIGHT!!”
I tensed and grabbed the handle of the door.
“HEY ALBERTA BOY- What’s going on?”
His axe rose as he walked towards our
tent and I thought I better make my move
or Lewis would be gone. My white knuckles
clenched the door and adrenalin surged
through my veins. Then a noise beside me
startled my thoughts, just as the passenger
door opened.
It was Lewis.

“WHO’S THERE !!!” He screamed. He
whirled around like a savage caged animal.

Now, I panicked. My heart was going to leap
out of my chest. What would happen he
found someone cowering in the shadows,
watching his every move? Surely it would
be the end. I saw it play out in my mind.
He would swagger to the van. Great sweaty
biceps would hurl the axe into the windows.
The beast would fling me from the vehicle.
My life would be gone.
The raging fire was only yards from my hiding
place in the van. The man grabbed a flashlight,
and scanned the area, trying to claim the
intruder who was disrupting his terror ritual.
I tried to duck behind the steering wheel, but
to no avail. I leaned as far as I could to my
left to try to seclude myself behind a seatbelt
or somehow blend in with the wall of the
van. My breath froze. I had nowhere to hide.
The flashlight beam pierced across the
front of the van. The beam landed on the
passenger seat then moved across to where
I sat petrified. As it shone towards me I
prepared for my doom. I felt like the “Von
Trapp Family” hiding from the Nazi’s in the
“Sound of Music”. I needed a miracle.
Just as the light from the flashlight was about
to reveal me it suddenly disappeared. Then
instantly reappeared on the other side of me.

The axe fell down in a mighty blow beside
the tent. The crazed lunatic began to chop
feverishly. Lewis timed shutting his door with
the thuds of the axe, and once again we were
together and for the moment safe in the van.
We could see the man was drinking from a
bottle of tequila and the gun he was firing
off, was only firecrackers. The fire roared.
The threats echoed again and again. The
screams grew frantic.
Lewis and I whispered back and forth. Do
we start the van and drive to get help? What
about the girls?? Do we try to be aggressive
and take this man down? No… he was a big
man, a big man with an axe. The best thing
we could do is cautiously wait and hope that
the liquor would put him to sleep before
it enraged him to do something none of us
want to experience in our life times.
So we sat and waited as he cursed towards
the empty tent that Lewis and I once sat in.
3:30 came and went. 4: 30 came and went.
The entire campsite was frozen in fear. No
one stirred. No one was leaving their tents.
No one was moving. Only the human beast
seemed to exist. A human beast determined
to carry on a night of terror.
Slowly, slowly, the sun awoke and peaked
over the horizon. Our eyes were blood
shot from fear and lack of sleep. There was
something about that particular dawn, that
1997-2006
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was face to face with the devil!

say “Thanks”.

“So here you are! Am I keeping you awake??”
He laughed and stared crazily into my eyes.
I looked down. He held his axe in a firm
grip. Over his shoulder the fire was raged
on. Only a few fresh logs remained. I tried to
remain calm.

I see now that he is trembling as well. He
takes one step back from me, and like a
tornado, his rage returns. He raises the axe
and screams like a wild man. “THIS is not
how it’s supposed to be!!”

He stood glaring at me for a long, long time,
drunkenly swaying back and forth. It was
almost hypnotic.
Then he snapped back and growled, “What
do you do Alberta boy?”
I should have said I’m into construction, or
oilfield maintenance. Maybe even a hockey
player? I should have said something really
rugged that he might be able to relate to.
Maybe we could find a common bond and I’d
be free and alive. But instead I tell the truth
“I’m an artist.”
He lets out a scream “WHAT??? Is that some
kind of a joke? You are a big man and you
don’t look like an artist. Are you mocking
me?!”

awakening that began to give us strength.
Only now I had to “pee” something fierce
and my fidgeting was so bad it was rocking
the van. I made my move. Luckily as I
traversed across the gravel road the maniac
began his “Alberta Boy” song again, and
approached the empty tent. I swiftly crossed
the road and entered the bush. I prayed
that he would keep singing so I would know
where he was. His singing was gutsy and
strong still laced with threats of sacrifice and
death. I reached the bushes and whispered
aloud “Please keep singing, please keep
singing…”
I finished up and began to trudge back
through the bushes when my worst fears
came true. The singing stopped. I still had to
emerge from the forest and cross the road.
As I walked, gravel gently crumbled beneath
my feet. I could see the fire but not the
lunatic.
Where was he?
I prayed he wouldn’t hear me.
I felt a horrible chill as a hand closed its grip
on my shoulder.
“ALBERTA BOY!!” screamed the lunatic. I
18
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I stuttered and reaffirmed “I…I…I am an
artist that’s why I am here on the island. I just
had a show.”
He screams seemingly full of anger “I can’t
believe this, I can not believe this!!! I have got
something for you artist boy.”
He walked up to his truck and reached into
the back. My mind raced. I should make a run
for it. He’s probably reaching for a gun. He is
mad at the world and I am about to feel his
wrath.
He walked briskly, heavily back towards me.
One of his huge hands held an odd shaped
object. Nervously I look down. My eyes
begin to gain focus in the dark. There is no
gun. In his hands is a piece of wood: a thin,
one inch thick by about two feet long, slab of
a tree trunk.
He holds it up to me, pauses and says “I bet
you can make something beautiful out of
this” and he hands it to me.
I look up at his face. I am shocked to see
tears well up in his eyes. For a moment he
seems to have forgotten his rage.
With axe in one burly hand, delicate wood in
the other, I reach out to accept his offering.
Still trembling with fear, I look to his face and

He swings his axe down towards me and
strikes the ground at my feet obviously not
intending to hit me. Lewis emerges from the
van wondering what has been going on. The
sun is now rising and the morning shadows
begin to elongate. Lewis begins running
towards us. The crazed man turns and runs
towards his truck.
He jumps into his vehicle, starts the engine
and revs the muffler-less engine loudly. He
stares at us angrily. He pauses then bangs
his head heavily on his steering wheel three
times. He looks up again. His face is red as
blood. Tears are pouring down his cheeks.
Then, in a great flourish, tires spinning, gravel
flying in all directions his truck roars off into
the morning mist.
The morning becomes eerily calm.
Lewis and I stand together in disbelief.
Our campsite looks like a war zone with a
massive inferno burning away. We slowly walk
towards the fire and in a state of shock we
sit down ironically gain life and warmth from
the same blaze that we thought would end
our life only moments earlier.
We glance around the campsite. Slowly
people emerge from their tents like the calm
after a bad storm. Everyone looks disheveled.
Fear has taken a toll on all of us.
Lewis and I sit quietly by the fire staring into
the blaze.
No words are spoken.
While we sit in silence, a thin frail, grey
haired middle-aged man slowly walks
towards us with coffee cups and a thermos
in his hand. His hair is long and frizzy with a
silver handle bar moustache. He has warm
comforting eyes and has the look of a man
who has worked hard all his life but has loved
every minute of it. He pulls up a log by the
fire and begins to speak.
“You guys alright?” He asks as he hands each
of us a coffee cup.
We offer slight nods. “I hope last night wasn’t
too hard on you guys. I guess you had the
pleasure of meeting Mikey.”
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Lewis and I look up surprised and shocked.
“You know that guy?” asks Lewis in disbelief.
The old man nods, “Yep, sure do. Besides his
foul mouth he is one of the nicest men you’ll
ever meet.”
“Yeah Right!!!” we chime both shaking our
heads. “Are you kidding me” Lewis roars,
“How could a man who is threatening to kill
us be a good man?”
The old man looking surprised and a bit
angry asked “Did he actually say he wanted
to kill you?”

I replied “Well no, but he did say that
someone was going to pay!”
The man chuckled looking quite annoyed
with us.

go meet the campers from out of town and
treat them to some of the best firewood
around. He would store the wood for years
and wait until it was good and dry. Then he
would bring it around for all to enjoy. Even
on rainy days campers could rely on Mikey’s
dry firewood to warm them. People came
from all over, just for Mikey’s hospitality and
friendship.
He was yelling that you are all going to pay
because yesterday he was laid off from the
job that was his life for 30 years. It was what
he loved and how he fed his family for what,
to him, was a lifetime. The people he met
through his job and through this campsite
made his life something special. He loved to
put on a show for the campers with his little
boat whipping around the log drivers and
would always treat his employees as good as
gold. I know this because I worked with him
for 20 of those thirty years.
You really had nothing to be afraid of. In fact
if you would have just emerged from your
tents and had a drink with him he would
have told you this story on his own.”

“Well,” he said “it’s true. We are all going to
pay now.”

We stared at the man in shock. Our night of
terror was really manufactured in our own
minds and all we were witnessing was a man
who had just lost the love of his life.
The old man stood up.

“Huh? What do you mean?” chimed in Lewis.
“This campsite was free to campers for years.
The logging company next door owned the
land and Mikey was the head foreman ever
since the company was set up here 30 years
ago. Mikey loved to come visit the campers
and bring them free wood left over from
the log drives. He would load up the truck
every night before going home to his family,

“Anyways…. I just thought I’d bring y’all
some coffee and tell you a bit about Mikey.
He is really a good man. A really good
man…” and with that he turned and walked
away back to his campsite.
The fire continued to burn but was slowly
coming to an end. The sun was up and the
birds were chirping away. I could smell bacon
from a nearby campsite and the coffee aroma

“What’s so funny about that?” I asked angrily.

coming from within our hands added to the
morning air. The sky was beautiful.
A park ranger came strolling up and said
good morning to us as he walked by. He
walked ten feet past us then stopped, turned
around and walked back.
“You know” he lectured, “your fire is
WAAAAY to big and you are creating a real
fire hazard. I’d appreciate it if you reduced it
considerably and showed some respect.”
Shocked we protested almost in unison, “It
wasn’t us who did this. It was a guy named
Mikey from the logging company!”
The Ranger looked at us, paused, raised his
eyebrows and shook his head gently as if to
feel Mikey’s pain. Obviously he knew who
Mikey was.
He gently kicked the sand at his feet, looked
out over the ocean then turned his sharp
blue eyes in our direction. “If you don’t mind,
could you help Mikey out then and put this
blaze out? You know he’d do it for you. That’s
just Mikey…. a heart of gold.” He looked
deep into the fire for a moment, removed
his ranger cap and scratched his head. He
winked and shared a soft caring sympathetic
smile as he turned to walk away. He looked
back at us as he strode off into the morning
mist nodded, smiled and sincerely quipped,
“Have a good day.”

Based on real life events, experienced and written by: Lewis Lavoie and Phil Alain
Illustration by: Lewis Lavoie
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Community,
culture and i
nspiration,
life is good
.

GRANIA LITWIN
Life Section Reporter

ARTICLE

In 2005, artist Lewis Lavoie, assembled the mural mosaic team of
Phil Alain and Paul Lavoie for yet another Mural Mosaic project. They
decided to create a Centennial project for the province of Alberta and
Saskatchewan that would be created “by the people for the people”. Lewis
Lavoie’s end design was to be of twin sisters embracing celebrating their
birthdays, symbolizing the centennial of the two provinces.
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ARTICLE
In 2005 artist Lewis Lavoie, assembled the
mural mosaic team of Phil Alain and Paul
Lavoie for yet another Mural Mosaic project.
They decided to create a Centennial project
for the province of Alberta and Saskatchewan
that would be created “by the people for the
people”. Lewis Lavoie’s end design was to be
of twin sisters embracing celebrating their
birthdays, symbolizing the centennial of the
two provinces.

Premier Ralph Klein

Wayne Gretzky

Premier Lorne Calvert

Once the final image was decided upon a
“Call for Submissions” went out to gather
artists together to create the mural mosaic
that would tell the history of Alberta and
Saskatchewan. It was hoped that artists
from all around the two provinces would
participate but there were no guarantees. So
the team had to sit back and wait to see who
would be willing to join them. Little did they
realize, they were about to create one of the
province’s most spectacular collaborative art
projects.
The Mural Mosaic needed funding to bring
the project to life and CIBC and a handful of
other sponsors jumped on board including
Home Hardware in Lloydminster where the
mural was to be permanently installed. With
the funding in place the project could move
forward. The only thing missing now was
government support for the project.
Rather then ask the government for money
for the project a different type of support
was requested. It was decided that the
government would be asked to contribute
to the mural with artwork and join the
people of the province with a more “hands
on” approach for support. Premier Ralph
Klein, Premier Lorne Calvert, Deputy Prime
Minister Anne McClellan and Edmonton
Mayor Stephen Mandel were all too eager
to help out and took the time out of their
busy political days to paint panels into the
mural. It was quite exciting as some of these
politicians were painting for the first time and
now were appreciating the arts that much
more.
Lavoie frequently made off the cuff
comments to the participating artists to
paint their panels with pride as though
they were painting for royalty much like
the great Renaissance painters. Their work
should be suitable for a King or Queen! To
Lavoie’s surprise this off the cuff comment
became a reality. In May of 2005 the mural
was requested to be part of the Royal Visit
and was unveiled to Queen Elizabeth II in a
spectacular presentation.

Lewis Lavoie and his team’s hopes of a
successful Mural were blown out of the
water by what unfolded as the project
gained momentum. The handful of artists
that initially volunteered to join the project
to get the mural off the ground became
hundreds of artists! The mural was now being
featured nationally and internationally on
major television networks and talked about
on radio stations. The mural had done exactly
what they had wanted and then some. Not
only was it celebrating a Centennial birthday
it was bringing people together from all four
corners of the two provinces and creating
unity through diversity.
Inside The Mural

The Mural for the Centennial became an
incredible historical storyboard. The mural
featured everything from images of historical
figures including Chief Poundmaker, Sir
Wilfred Laurier, John Diefenbaker and Faye
Wray to modern day celebrities and sports
heroes such as Wayne Gretzky, Ian Tyson,
Colin James and Kurt Browning.
The mural not only featured paintings of
significant individuals but it also included
paintings done by some interesting
personalities. World renowned sculptor
Joe Fafard and nationally renowned artists
Connie Geerts, Lori Lukasewich, Ben
Babelowski, Al Henderson, Charity Dakin
and Glenn Scrimshaw were just a few of the
incredible artists that participated in the
murals creation.
The mural, which is titled “Buffalo Twins” reunites two provinces that were almost made
into one larger province called “Buffalo”.
In September of 1905, Sir Wilfred Laurier
separated the two combined landmasses
due to their immense size. Thus, Alberta
and Saskatchewan were formed. This mural
mosaic not only tells a story through its
unified image of the Buffalo Twins but also is
an excellent educational storyboard dealing
with the history of Alberta and Saskatchewan
told through each of the 336 paintings.

Call for submissions
went out to gather
artists together to create
the mural mosaic that
would tell the history
of Alberta and
Saskatchewan.
1997-2006 ~10TH ANNIVERSARY
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Princess Louise
Caroline Alberta
(1819-1901)

The Educational School Plaque Mount
To Educate. To Celebrate.
To educate and celebrate the Centennial for
years to come a 41-inch by 54-inch replica
mural plaque mount was created for schools
throughout Alberta and Saskatchewan.
This mini mural not only brightens the
school hallways and acts as an incredible
conversation piece; it is also being used to
educate children on the history of Alberta
and Saskatchewan.
Each mini mural purchased by schools comes
with a mural trivia kit so that children can be
educated on the provincial history of Alberta
and Saskatchewan while at the same time
children gain an appreciation for the artwork
within the mural. Accompanying each mural
are 30 educational booklets for the school to
distribute that tells the history of the project
and shares some of the historical background
that is featured in the mural. The educational
24
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kit also features an art Scavenger Hunt game
where participants must answer educational
trivia questions and find images in the mural
that match the question.
Only 750 limited edition prints and 250
artist’s proofs were made of the mural. These
prints were extremely popular with residents
of the two provinces and quickly sold out in
only 4 months time. Thus the demand for the
educational element of the mural suddenly
rose to the forefront and the mural is now
being displayed in school hallways around
both Alberta and Saskatchewan.
Unity Through Diversity

If there is one thing that can be said about
the Mural Mosaic for the Centennial – it is
truly Canadian. The mural theme of “unity

through diversity” features artists from
all cultures, styles, age groups and interest
groups. The mural is all about community
and the symbol of all coming together to
create one large beautiful image is a true
celebration of our differences through a
unifying project.
The Alberta- Saskatchewan mural will fittingly
be hung permanently in Lloydminster on the
border of the two provinces for years to
come. Each panel can be viewed individually
at www.MuralMosaic.com with a story
written about each panel by the artist who
created it.
Mural Educational Plaque mounts can also be
purchased on line at www.MuralMosaic.com.

How Lewis Lavoie Creates a Mosaic

1
Lavoie designs multiple artistic sketches. He
discusses potential ideas with his mural team
consisting of Paul Lavoie and Phil Alain and then
a final image is chosen.

4
After the grid is numbered it is cut into even
sized squares.

7
When completed, the panels are returned to
the mural mosaic head office where the image
is then photographed and added to the website
muralmosaic.com.The images are then stored
until the assembly date.

3

2
In his studio Lewis paints the mural on sheets of
1/4” cresone plywood.

After the image is painted, a grid is created
on the mural and each square of the grid is
numbered with an arrow marking which way is
up.The panels are numbered in rows from left to
right or top to bottom.

5
The panels are distributed to artists who then
begin painting their panels.

8
Lavoie along with participating artists and the
mural team participate in the assembly process.

6

The integrity of each panel must be respected
in color and form. Examples of before and after
panels are shown here.

9
The final image comes to life as Lewis and all
the artists gather around and enjoy the power
of unity expressed through the mural and the
diversity of each individual panel.

1997-2006
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MURAL PROJECTS 2006

Earth’s Treasure Chest
Robert Bateman Joins Mural Mosaic Project
UNVEILING DATE: May 14th - 15th at West Edmonton Mall
In 2006 Lewis Lavoie and his mural team are once again assembling another incredible mural. This mural will
involve over 200 images all dealing with wildlife. The mural is being created to raise funds for CPAWS – the
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society and The Livia Stoyke Foundation.
This mural will be assembled on May 14th and 15th at West Edmonton Mall but is currently being assembled
on line at www.MuralMosaic.com. The “Earth’s Treasure Chest” mural when completed will be an astonishing
mosaic of the creatures of this planet. The mural has extra significance as world-renowned wildlife artists
such as Canadian Robert Bateman and nationally renowned wildlife artists Beth Hoselton, Mia Lane, Charity
Dakin, Gail Adams, Jake Vandenbrink, Caroline Bochud, Charles Weiss , Gordon Dufoe, Mindrie Grove, Aleta
Karstad, Mel Springbett and many more have joined the creative process of the Mosaic.
All the images in this mural will be sold off piece by piece to support CPAWS Canada.
If you are interested to see the progress of this mural visit www.MuralMosaic.com.
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YOU!

Honour the War Veterans of Canada
Sharing Our Military Heritage

The Bank of Montreal “Year of the Veteran” Mural Mosaic Celebrates the Veterans of Canada. To celebrate
the Veterans of Canada, internationally renowned artist Lewis Lavoie will combine 240 memorable images
into a compelling mural.YOU can sponsor a square and take this once in a lifetime opportunity to give
the Gift of Legacy by having Lavoie recreate a dramatic moment in wartime history, capture your wartime
story or honour a veteran and become a part of this powerful storyboard - The “Year of the Veteran”
Mural Mosaic. The 12 foot x 20 foot Mural Mosaics 12”-squares will be painted in acrylic by renowned
Alberta artist Lewis Lavoie for the entrance of the new Tri-Service Military Heritage Museum in Calgary.
For more information call 974-2846 or visit
www.MuralMosaic.com.
UNVEILING DATE: Remembrance Day, November 11th, 2006 at the new
Tri-Service Military Heritage Museum in Calgary
1997-2006 ~10TH ANNIVERSARY
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Artists
Phil Alain, Lewis Lavoie
Poets
Sherrilyn Jahrig, Dean Morrison
McKenzie, Rebecca Schellenberg,
Ivan Sundal, Pierrette Requier,
Jocko Benoit, Tess Tickner and
Phil Jagger
Musicians
Bob Jahrig, Marc Ladouceur,
Rob Hughes
Dancers
Ballet North: Kandise Perry,
Krista Posyniak, (with Chantelle
Hrazdil, Jenn Ross and Florence Chan)
Director
Sherrilyn Jahrig

2006 marks the third year TANGENT will be
featured at Night of Artists Edmonton. This emotionally
charged highly entertaining afternoon combines the
elements or visual art, dance, poetry and music into an
hour and a half long performance that will challenge your
mind, stimulate your emotion and energize your spirit.
The power of spoken word reaches out to the audience
in ways that one never thought possible. Sherrilyn Jahrig
brings together a fine cast of writers and performers for
an afternoon of delights in one of the highlights of the
NOA Edmonton show.
Saturday, March 18th, 2006 - 2 pm

The Ramada Inn and Conference Centre, 118st and Kingsway Ave

The Winning Poems From Last Year’s Lines Contest In The Tangent Show At The Night Of Artists
The following poems, were the three top picks by the judges at last year’s contest. The winning poem, “Anemographia: Some Species of Wind”, and tied-for-second “Bless You Who Plunged”, are by Jannie Stafford Edwards. The other tied-for-second poem, “Dream Coat”, is by Joanne Osborne-Paulson. Congratulations!
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Pierrette Requier (was)
recently nominated Global
Woman of Vision (October 2005),
featuring her work with emerging
writers, Pierrette Requier enjoys
facilitating Wind Eye Writing
Circles, and bearing witness to
the power of image-making and
sharing the spoken word.

Ivan Sundal has been
performing poetry in Edmonton
since about 1970. He was one of
the creators of the Stroll of Poets
Society in 1991.

Sherrilyn Jahrig is the
director for ‘TANGENT’ in
the Night of Artists Festival.
Her passion for the arts and
sciences keeps bringing talented
people together to create
new, synergistic experiences.
Sherrilyn’s focused energy ignites
little flames that help to keep
Edmonton’s little ‘dot on the
map’ pulsating with art and hope.

Tess Tickner - this fall, Tess
discovered the addictive poetry
workshop environment. She is
readjusting to endless days of
university without it; searching out
modes of expression to fill any of
her very few spare moments.

Dean Morrison McKenzie
performs his poems, sings his
songs, scripts his movies, writes
and publishes his narratives and
essays, paints his paintings, snaps
his photos, throws his pots,
sculpts his caricatures and will
share his muse at the drop of
a hat.

Rebecca Schellenberg
is a writer, violin teacher, and
performer. Her stories and poems
have been published in literary
journals, and read on CBC radio
and Women’s Television Network.
She is actively involved in the
poetry scene around Edmonton.

Krista Posyniak and
Kandise Perry dance with
Ballet North, an Edmonton
ballet studio with a creative
emphasis. They choreographed
and performed two original
pieces for Tangent 2004 and are
creating new dances for the 2005
performance.

Marc Ladouceur has been a
musician with Tangent since its
inception. This local Edmontonbased multi-instrumentalist is
much in demand as a studio
session player and sideman, as
well as fronts his own bluegrass
band, “Down to the Wood”.

Philip Jagger - Poetry is a river
you can dam it ,or let it flow.

Bob Jahrig is an Edmonton
based singer and songwriter
whose melodic lyricism searches
for beauty in the human spirit
and natural world. Life is a dance
and he wants to play for it.
1997-2006 ~10TH ANNIVERSARY
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Founded in 1979, Elite Lithographers has always been involved
in the art world. Starting with limited edition lithographs.
In 2001 we added fine art Giclée printing. Museum quality
reproductions at affordable pricing.
Most recently we have added digital printing to offer artists
a complete One Stop Solution.

ELITE LITHOGRAPHERS CO. LTD.
16515 - 116 Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5M 3V1
Tel: 780.486-0576 Fax: 780.483-1327 e-mail: elitelitho@telusplanet.net
1997-2006 ~10TH ANNIVERSARY
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Originally from Edmonton, Cathy now
calls Calgary home and is greatly inspired
by her surroundings. Places she sees and
visits become subjects for her paintings.
Cathy has created and painted most of
her life, achieving a Bachelor of Fine Arts
Degree from the University of Alberta,
and then going on to complete her
Diploma in Design and Digital Media.
www.nightofartists.com
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"Three Houses", 2'x4', acrylic and ink

"The Tree", 2'x4', acrylic and ink
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12310 Jasper Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta T5N 3K5
T: 780.482.2854 ~ F: 780.482.2591
Email: info@agnesbugeragallery.com

AGNES BUGERA GALLERY
www.agnesbugeragallery.com
66

www.NightOfArtists.com

1997-2006 ~10TH ANNIVERSARY

67

ARTICLE

Sue Foley

I feel lucky to have grown up in the 1970s, a
time flush with great music -- great popular
music -- when you could turn on the radio
and be inspired by the sounds and vibrations
emanating from the speakers. It was a time
when you knew you were listening to real
singers and musicians in real time, before
video, techno, the internet and the “material
girl” mentality. There was so much energy
and experimentation in rock and roll then:
protest songs, hippy culture, women’s
liberation, free love, hard rock, blues and
everything in between. Rock and roll was
everything in the ‘70s. It was the word, the
only word I listened to.

Up until the women’s movement, females had
a very structured and controlled position in
popular music. They were mostly the icing
on the cake: relegated to roles of singing
and being produced by the men who stood
behind them (usually taking most of the
credit).You didn’t hear about women who
played their own instruments, wrote their
own songs, and managed their own careers.
It took an entire generation for that to take
hold, and it all started in the 1970s.
My older sister was into feminism when it
68
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From the
Underground
By Sue Foley

first gained popularity, and she ended up
being a great role model for me. Though
neither of us are what you’d call staunch
feminists, we both took what we thought
were the positive aspects of that culture:
women were equal to men, they were
capable of doing a lot of the same jobs and
contributing to society in new and exciting
ways. The women’s movement was often
misinterpreted as being all about malebashing and complaining, but that wasn’t what
I got from it. I saw it as more of a celebration
of femininity and a means of supporting each
other as we ventured into unknown domains.

which was a big part of the very structure of
their sound. That was power.

I knew I was going to be a musician from
the time I was very young, and with the
help of women’s lib and equality for all I was
destined to lead the band and not fade into
the background or be some cute little singer.
I would be the cake, not the icing. I was
inspired by many great musicians from that
era -- both men and women -- but it was
the women who stood out as something to
strive to be.

I grew up watching the rise of Heart,
another band of mixed genders led by the
Wilson sisters. Nancy Wilson, the guitarist,
has to be one of the coolest chicks from
that era in music. She had this grace about
her -- she seemed quiet and a bit shy -- but
when she slammed her guitar, she really beat
the hell out of it, forming the foundation
of the band’s groove. She wasn’t flashy or
even obvious about her talents. She had
a subtlety that represented the feminine
mystique so perfectly. She was leading the
band from behind the groove through her
super-solid rhythm guitar playing and her
compositions. She wrote most of the band’s
hits with her sister Ann, who has to be one
of the best rock vocalists ever. These ladies
were beautiful, talented and strong. They
represented the times: women’s rights and
women’s power. They were not trying to
outdo the guys; they were just showing what
they could do.

The first album I ever owned was Rumours
by Fleetwood Mac, which is still one the
greatest and most popular albums of all time.
It was played to death in our house, and to
this day I can recall every nuance in every
song on that record. The band was great,
too: a mixture of male and female energy
intertwining their personal lives and dramas,
their music unfolding into honest confessions
that hit home with everyone. The two
women in the group held their own musically,
as well. Some of Fleetwood Mac’s biggest hits
were written by Stevie Nicks and Christine
McVie, and McVie also played keyboards

A few years after Heart came the great
Chrissy Hynde of the Pretenders. Tell me,
why is there not one woman in rock now
like Chrissy Hynde? I just love the way
Chrissy Hynde held her guitar. It was slung
low, like Keith Richards, and she had this selfassured attitude, like she knew who she was,
she knew her place in the band, and would
kick the shit out of anyone who would tell
her “no.” She was like a guy but then again
she wasn’t. Hynde had this sensual voice
that counter-acted her rebel stance, and it
fit perfectly with her leather pants and black
eyeliner. She had a heart underneath that
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From left to right: Canadian Guitarists
Roxanne Potvin, Rachelle Van Zanten of
the Painting Daisies, and Ellen McIlwaine.

Photo by Jason Shafto

armor, and she wasn’t afraid to let you know
it. She created great songs, proving her value
as a musician, and she grew into her rock
legend status through hard work and real
talent.

They were honest, and there is true power
in honesty. (The Bangles, another all female
group out of California who followed in the
Go-Go’s footsteps, also had a string of radio
hits in the early ‘90s.)

Around the same time as Chrissy Hynde
came Joan Jett and Lita Ford, who had
formerly been with the all-girl band The
Runaways. They were both very rock and
roll, and a little dangerous. Jett had a string of
hits, and walked the line between teen queen
and hard rocker, while Lita was all about
the guitar, moving into the slasher/shredder
guitar world dominated by guys like Steve
Vai and Eddie Van Halen. They were not just
pretty girls, they were on the edge, staring
you down and daring you.

The most notable and integral female
musician of the 1990s was Bonnie Raitt,
who achieved ‘overnight success’ after
many albums and twenty years on the road.
Bonnie was an anomaly: she was no perfect
beauty queen type, she was already in her
mid-forties when she broke through, she
hung around with old black bluesmen, and
was as down-to-earth as they come. Bonnie
was a product of the women’s movement,
and fought hard for all she worked for and
achieved. Raitt stands for everything great
about women in music: talent, soul, sensuality,
charity, and strength. Her success saved us.
(Sheryl Crow and Melissa Etheridge have also
been very strong role models for women
during the last decade.)

Other notables from the times were women
like Joni Mitchell (multi-talented musician,
artist, guitarist and poet who influenced
everyone), Carole King (another great writer
whose album “Tapestry” was one of the
biggest albums of the 1970s), and let’s not
forget Aretha Franklin, who will own the title
“Queen of Soul” forever.
In the early 1980s, we had the Go-Go’s,
who were one of the first breakthrough
all-women bands. Though they weren’t by
any means the greatest musicians on the
planet, they had attitude and they knew how
to be innocent and have fun. The Go-Go’s
were cute, but not supermodel cute. They
had flaws, and those flaws gave them a sort
of rough charm. They inspired me when
they came onto the scene because they had
this pure nonsensical way about them and
they didn’t take themselves too seriously.

To be honest, my interest in popular music
has died in the past twenty years, especially
where female musicians are concerned.
Barring the women mentioned in this article,
I can think of maybe a handful that carry
the torch for all we’ve worked for since the
1970s. Women’s power was supposed to be
about integrity and proving we didn’t need to
rely on our looks and sexuality to be in the
same playing field as men. It meant everything
to us to be able to stand up and be equal.
Our role models from the past are getting
older and a lot of people have forgotten
them. The younger set of women who
represent us in music, video and the media
seem to carry no torch for all the hard work

we had to do to prove ourselves. Instead,
what has been the focus for these women is
intense competitiveness based around image,
sexual self-exploitation and material wealth.
If you don’t believe women are losing the
game, just watch any music video channel for
an hour and count the times you see women
compromising themselves. The responsibility
lies with us now and, sadly, we are fighting a
battle from within. How did we slide so far
down the path in one generation, and, more
importantly, where do we go from here?
If impressions are food for the psyche, then
popular culture is feeding us junk, and I
suggest a good cleansing fast. Turn off the
video channels, turn your radio dial to a noncommercial format, and spend some time
researching and checking out all the great
grass roots artists playing at festivals, theatres
and clubs around the world. The mass market
may or may not change for a long time,
but fortunately the underground is more
happening then ever and definitely the place
to be if you want real music.
There are many great female “underground”
Canadian artists on the scene right now:
Ellen McIlwaine, Sarah Harmer, Natalie
MacMaster, The Painting Daisies, Bif Naked,
Suzie Vinnick, Kathleen Edwards, Kiran
Ahluwalia, Lucie Idlout, Rita Chiarelli,
Roxanne Potvin, Lynn Miles, Alana
Levandowski and Jane Bunnett, just to name
a few.
If you need more info on inspiring and
talented women players check out:
www.guitarwoman.com.
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A NEW
PRAIRIE FIRE
By Sharon McIntyre
It’s hard to imagine a new artistic process
emerging in the world of art today. After
all, artists have used almost everything they
can touch, paint, sculpt, melt, adhere, collect
and otherwise manipulate in their quest for
expression. In addition to traditional artistic
media like paint, paper and photography,
we’ve seen insect wings, computer parts,
tea bags, pigments of blood, oil and gold
dust, neighbourhood garbage, found objects,
hair, staples and toothpicks incorporated
into noted works of art. We’ve even seen
carcasses of animals suspended in tanks or
from trees.You have to wonder, what are
the odds of finding something truly new and
original? Well, something new is heating up
near the Rockies.

planks are modified into various shapes or
left as textured slabs.

In her rural Alberta studio, Christine
Leinweber is burning a slab of polystyrene.
An active member of the Canadian
Federation of Artists and long-time
participant in NOA, Christine transforms
extruded industrial polystyrene into works of
fine art. It’s a demanding and solitary process,
but the results are stunning.

The first Series of Leinweber’s heat-rendered
polystyrene works, The Tessera Series,
was exhibited in 2002 at an NOA show in
Edmonton, Alberta. This was followed by The
Organic Slab Series launched at the Toronto
Fine Art Expo in 2004 and shown at NOA
shows in Calgary and Edmonton.

When fire meets polystyrene strange things
occur. The slab begins to melt into liquid,
bubbling and imploding into itself like a thick,
organic concoction. It blackens, then cools
and solidifies into distinctive textural planes.
It is, as with many artistic processes,
challenging: Like the fumes of red hot
ceramic glazes or the vapours of a sculptor
welding metal to metal, the process requires
safety protection for the artist while
producing the rich textural forms. Following
the burn phase, charred solid polystyrene
70
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They are then securely bolted onto artist’s
panel, gessoed and meticulously painted
using classical acrylic painting techniques.
Polystyrene has become Christine
Leinweber’s dimensional canvas.
Many of these completed works evoke a
provocative sense of movement. From a
distance, there are soft flows welling and
falling in rhythmic relief. Upon closer view,
tension and chaos emerge, often exaggerated
by large crevasses in which embedded
strands of metal pull and stretch amidst
opposing forces.

The diversity of form is evident in both
Series. In The Tessera Series natural order
prevails in strong repetitive geometric forms
contrasted by soft organic surface textures.
In the Organic Slab Series, you are reminded
of early Postmodernist works using unique
materials to produce artworks triggered by
advances in science. Artists were influenced
by the advances of the electron microscope,
the X-ray machine, the splitting of the atom.
Reality became multi-layered and artists
sought to portray new and obscure visions
of reality. The Organic Slab Series is based

ARTICLE

on Leinweber’s personal experiences of
looking at live organic matter through the
microscope, and discovering a new reality
seldom seen.
Sculptors have long used Styrofoam; Eva
Hesse (1936-1970) explored and played
with its artistic properties. Today it is
used extensively in industrial design as a
fundamental prototype material. Theme parks
are built using forms carved of Styrofoam,
and hidden under many spectacular
architectural facades are Styrofoam forms.
Once sealed with any of a multitude of top
coatings, it resists the wear and tear of time
and nature: It is enduring.
It will be interesting to see how this novel
artistic process develops. Perhaps it will go

the way of the DADA Bird! On the other
hand, it may follow the path of papier collé
or collage. Pioneered by Pablo Picasso (18811973) and Georges Braque (1882-1963),
the use of collage to create textural effects
created quite a stir amongst artists and
critics alike. Some embraced the conceptual
notions of texture - others thought it was
a waste of time. In 1964 Picasso argued,
“The purpose of papier collé was to give the
idea that different textures can enter into
a composition to become the reality in the
painting that competes with the reality in
nature.”1
Texture is indeed the stunning reality of
Christine Leinweber’s new artistic process
melding fire, polystyrene and paint.

Sharon McIntyre is President and Owner of ShelfLife
Communications and Design Inc. She is also a college
and university marketing instructor in Calgary, Alberta
and a champion of the arts for community development.
1. Quoted in Marjorie Perloff, “The Invention of Collage,” in Collage, ed.
Jeanine Parisier Plottel (New York: New York Literary Forum, 1983), 5.
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Uniting
A Company
Through Art
Imagine this scenario.
Five lawyers walk into a room in their
confining suits full of stress and anxiety over
the challenging cases they are dealing with.
Their foreheads are crinkled in thought and
their hands clench their briefcases tight. As
they walk into the room they see a room full
of wine and cheese. A young smiling woman
with a warm calming glow by the name of
Summer Bozohora greets them as they
enter. Music plays in the background as she
guides the overworked group over to a blank
canvass in the corner of the room.
She encourages the men to loosen the
ties around their neck and invites the ladies
to remove their power suit jacket and in
exchange offers them a soft white painter’s
smock to put on. She gently places a paint
brush in one hand and a glass of wine in the
other. There is a sudden peace that takes
over the stress of the day.
Then this young woman informs the team
of lawyers that today they will be creating a
masterpiece as a team. Something that they
would never believe would be possible. There
is a nervous chuckle and the common retort
echoes out “a stick man is a challenge to
create let alone a masterful painting.”
With a re-assuring grin and a light rub on the
shoulder Summer calms their fears. There is
no right or wrong here it’s all about reaching
inside and letting go.
The lawyers look bewildered as they stare
at their blank canvas. It looks like a pit of
despair not a source of revelation. The idea
seems lost on this group of lawyers until

Summer puts paint on one of the lawyers
brushes and says “let it go!” The lawyer
laughs as her brush hits the canvas and
with one mighty stroke the team suddenly
loses their inhibitions and they are free as
children again playing with paint. Together
they suddenly realize that they are about to
tap into a resource that they have buried for
years but has never left them.
The Corporate Painting Party, designed by
visual artist and spiritual advisor Summer
Bozohora has become one of the most
entertaining, mind opening, therapeutic and
educational tools that Night of Artists has
added to its concept since it began ten years
ago.
The painting party event every year precedes
the NOA gala by a few weeks. A VIP party
is held for the major sponsors of the NOA
shows in selected cities across Canada. The
event is not just fun and games, it also raises
large amounts of money for the charities the
show supports.
Companies are invited to a private party
where they gather four to six of their
employees together and assemble, with as
many as 10-15 other teams, for an evening of
fun, creativity, team building and an over all
great feeling! Each team gathers around their
own canvass while they enjoy wine, cheese,
live music and a great social atmosphere.
Each team is appointed a professional artist
as their guide. After a brief instructional
seminar and some relaxing exercises
provided by Bozohora they begin to create
a masterpiece as a team, amidst laughter,
deep thought and channeling into their inner
beings.
1997-2006 ~10TH ANNIVERSARY
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Photos used in this article by Beth Dunlop and Summer Bozohora.

As the evening progresses the energy in the
room resonates with excitement. Companies
begin to realize that before their very eyes
teams of individuals who have worked
together day in and day out doing paper
work, crunching numbers, building homes,
arguing cases, troubleshooting problems,
constructing pipelines, roping cattle etc….
these people are now working together as
a team and creating a beautiful masterpiece
together.

The ever so challenging “stick man” suddenly
becomes a thought of the past as, before
the corporate teams very eyes, a wonderful
masterpiece begins to unfold.
Summer Bozohora, by creating the painting
party concept, has found a way to reach into
the depths of every participant’s soul and
not only channel their creative energy out of
them but has also been able to bring people
closer together through team building. The
painting party has been the scene of many
revelations as companies have realized
sources of conflict, individual leadership
skills, the employees ability to work around
problems as a team and how a positive
environment makes the work place not only
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more pleasant but also more productive.
Each team while they are painting also takes
pride in the fact that their image not only will
beautify their office environment but their
image will also be helping someone in need.
All the paintings completed by the teams are
auctioned off at the NOA art show and gala.
Each painting that is completed at the
painting party is hung proudly in the office
of the team who created the image for 3-4
weeks prior to the gala. After this short
time the painting is brought to the NOA art
show and gala where it becomes a featured
“guest” piece of artwork. Each painting is
prominently displayed alongside professional
artists from across Canada and put up for
silent auction. As the evening progresses
guests of the show and even employees
of the participating companies bid on the
paintings with 100% of the proceeds gong
towards the chosen charity. The team whose
painting sells for the highest bid is presented
the “Golden Brush Award”.

Night of Artists she also frequently is asked
to come into the corporate environment to
create a wonderful team building experience
at company conventions around Canada.
For more information on Summer
Bozohora and the Corporate Painting Party
Concept visit www.NightOfArtists.com
or contact Summer Bozohora directly at
summer@delphysart.com.
Want to join the NOA VIP painting party??
If you want to:
• support a good charitable cause,
• keep the arts alive in Canada,
• network with other companies,
• team build,
contact Phil Alain at phil@NightofArtists.
com or visit www.NightOfArtists.com every
October-December, and we will include you
in the spring Night of Artists Corporate
Painting Party. (Book early, space is limited)
Article by Phil Alain.

Summer Bozohora has found a way to reach
out and touch people through artwork. This
has been achieved not only through the
participant’s eyes but also through their own,
previously untapped, creative souls. Every
year companies are invited to participate
in the Night of Artists Corporate Painting
Party so they can network, team build and
have an over all great time. Summer and the
NOA professional artists combine as a team
to help make your corporation “artists for
a day” and create an experience for all to
treasure.
Summer not only creates Painting Parties for

SUPPORTED CHARITIES

ArtStart provides visual art,
singing, dancing, creative writing
and instrument lessons in a lowcost, professional-calibre exposure
program for children ages
7-12 of low-income background.
We explore imagination and
expression in an energetic style,
foster ideas and emphasize fun!
Through an exposure to several
arts disciplines, participants will
undergo holistic development
of mind, body and spirit and
experience an enrichment of their
quality of life. We also endeavor
to increase exposure to the arts
through a wide variety of field
trips and special events.
ArtStart distinguishes itself in its
scope, execution and position
within the community. By
combining several arts disciplines
into a single program and
encouraging children to participate
in all of them, we can playfully
engage with or even abandon
traditional barriers between
the forms of artistic production.
The program is funded entirely
by donation and run entirely by
volunteers.
We invite you to contribute to
ArtStart as a volunteer or donor.
Contact Josh Zapf, Program
Coordinator at 780-424-7543
x227 or jzapf@ecccc.org.
www.ecccc.org

Kids Up Front Foundation,
every year games go unseen,
songs go unheard and kids and
families are missing out on
amazing opportunities that exist in
Vancouver, Calgary and Toronto. But
not so now! The Kids Up Front
Foundation was created five years
ago to provide magical moments for
kids and families by redistributing
your unused event tickets. Today,
nearly 200,000 opportunities have
been redistributed to kids in those
communities. Help us introduce
a sense of discovery, dreams and
possibilities, if you Can’t Use Your
Tickets, call 1 866-654-3787. Let’s
spread the “magic” together.
www.kidsupfront.com

LifeCycles, Cultivating
Communities, has worked for the
past ten years teaching children
about: healthy food choices
(Growing Schools Program), helping
to collect fruit and donate it to the
people who need it most (Fruit Tree
Project), creating community food
gardens (HomeGrown), creating
green maps and managing a youth
small business program.
www.lifecyclesproject.ca

The Central Perth
Playground will be constructed
on Mill Street, next to the outdoor
pool – a site that was home to a
playground prior to 2003.
The Mill Street location would be
divided in three parts – a toddler’s
play structure area which would
include a clubhouse, a climbing
ramp, slides, tunnels, and really
cool learning panels with mazes,
chimes, mirrors, wild gears,
steering wheels and peek-a-boo
holes! It provides areas for active,
quiet, imaginative, developmental
and social play. Sprung riding toys
provide safe adventures in motion.
All play structures will be designed
to be vandal resistant while being
comfortable and safe for children
from 0 to 12. Wherever and
whenever possible, we will be
looking for opportunities to make
the play and rest areas wheelchair
accessible. The sky is the limit on
what they can do!
Our plans has evolved from
just installing play equipment to
constructing a small park area,
which will be aesthetically in
keeping with the beauty of Stewart
Park, the Millennium Gates and
downtown Perth.
You can reach the Central Perth
Playground Committee at
(613) 267-0197.

Fairview Fine Arts Centre,
since 1998, has been providing
local Grade 4, 5 and 6 students
with professional art instruction
through Artists At School. The
students come to the centre
with their classes for one hour
per week for ten weeks (from
early March to mid May). At the
conclusion of the course the
students select their best work
for a public showing in our gallery.
Kids who have taken part in
Artists at School have learned
new skills and had the pleasure
of using those skills to create
unique and beautiful objects. Those
who thought they couldn’t be
artists see that they can and their
confidence soars.
Artists at School instructor, Paula
Fiorini teaches the students
drawing, painting and hand building
with clay. At each grade level
the subjects of the art classes
match and support the regular
curriculum. Health, Math, Science
and Social Studies are all enhanced
by the application of art skills
and creative experiences gained
through Artists at School.
Fairview Fine Arts Centre
(780) 835-2697

www.perth playground.org
star@perthplayground.org
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The Edmonton Folk Festival:

Passion & Family
Just saying those words conjures up
some pretty powerful memories for many
Edmontonians and guests from around
the world. This festival, which has been in
existence for over 27 years in Edmonton’s
river valley, continues to thrive and bring
attention to the heart of the live music scene,
while musicians perform annually in front
of sold out crowds. There are many Folk
Festivals held around the world, yet few are
as successful as the one that Terry Wickham
creates in Edmonton.
What makes Edmonton so special? Why is
the Edmonton Folk Fest loved by so many?
I decided the best way to find out the story
behind the Folk Fest was to go to their head
office and meet the two remarkable people
who bring the whole thing together- Vicki
Fannon and Terry Wickham.
After I arrived at the building wherein the
Folk Fest plans their strategies each year, I
entered and made the climb up two flights
of stairs to the office of Terry and Vicki. As
I walked the stairs I didn’t feel like I was in
an office building or for that matter, I didn’t
feel like I was going about a day of business.
Instead, as I walked the stairs I felt as though I
was entering a friend’s home. The walls were
decorated with images from past folk festivals
and for some odd reason there was a very
calm cozy feeling in the air.
As I reached the office I was greeted by two
very friendly receptionists. I explained whom
I was there to see, and both seemed eager
to make my visit to the office as comfortable
as possible. I felt very at home, very much
like a welcome guest. They asked me to wait
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for Terry and Vicki and offered me coffee,
sparkling water or just about anything under
the sun to drink, while I waited.
I made myself comfortable as I sat and
looked around the room. Although there
was no music playing it felt like the room
was full of entertainers - the festivals history
flowed through my mind. The thoughts of
Joni Mitchell, Norah Jones, Corb Lund, Bruce
Cockburn and Taj Mahal danced through
my head. I envisioned the moments I had
experienced in past Folk Fests, and the
atmosphere that seemed to resonate in this
small office I was waiting in.
I found it odd that I was feeling all of this
while simply sitting there. The office was
nothing out of the ordinary. However the
energy in the room was definitely out of the
ordinary, and I guessed there must be some
reason for this. I sat there, absorbed in the
moment until Terry and Vicki arrived.
As they entered the reception area, Terry and
Vicki greeted me kindly, shared a few laughs
with me and welcomed me to their humble
environment. I immediately felt a connection
with them. I not only looked forward to
hearing their amazing stories, but I felt like
I could tell them anything about myself and
that they were sincerely interested in what I
was doing as well. After some enjoyable preinterview chatter I began my questioning.
My biggest reason for meeting with Terry
and Vicki was to find out why the Edmonton
Folk Festival is so popular. What was it that
carried this festival to such lofty heights and
why do musicians and guests love it so much?
Looking at Terry and the way he began to
talk about the festival reminded me of the
way a proud father would talk about one of
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The Edmonton Folk Festival may not be the biggest in the
world but Terry Wickham’s goal was to make it the best.

his children. It seemed easy for Terry to talk
about the festival because it obviously was
very special to him. As he spoke I began to
write, still incredibly curious about what he
had to say.
The Edmonton Folk Festival may not be the
biggest in the world but Terry’s goal was to
make it the best. Bigger does not always mean
better. Although the Edmonton Folk Festival is
quite large, it prides itself on the quality that it
has achieved.
As Terry spoke, I learned The Edmonton Folk
Festival has had many incredible moments.
Over the past 27 years some amazing
performers have graced the stage. People
like Joni Mitchell, Elvis Costello, Norah Jones,
The Bare Naked Ladies, Sinead O’Connor,
KD Lang, Bruce Cockburn and so many, many
more. The fact that these popular talented
individuals have made their way to Edmonton
is one of the main reasons the festival has
grown in attendance every year.
Terry has been an excellent talent seeker for
the festival since he took over the position
of booking the line up. His superb ability to
assemble incredible headliners and an equally
talented supporting musical cast for the side
stages and workshops, has helped make the
festival so popular that guests line up for
hours to get their tickets. Not to mention
the mad dash by guests to claim their piece
of land for the weekends festivities, sprinting
on to the site with blankets and tarps in hand.
However, even as skilled as he is, when it
comes to booking the acts Terry is the first to
admit there is always some luck involved.
In 2002 Wickham managed to book a young
woman who was moving up the charts

quickly, but had yet to reach the level of
popularity that was laying waiting in the
wings for her. Wickham felt that she would
make an excellent headliner for the Folk
Fest and proceeded to sign this young lady
to a contract to be a major part of the
Festival. Only 5 days after Wickham signed
her to perform, she went on to win multiple
Grammy Awards and became one of the
biggest performers in North America. This
young lady was Norah Jones.
It was even more surprising to learn, that
Wickham almost chose to not book Norah
Jones because at one point he felt he would
be paying too much to have her at the festival
considering what she would bring in, in return
through ticket sales. Luckily, he did sign her
and she definitely carried her weight as a
headliner. It was yet another successful sold
out folk festival.
In 1994 the festival was also privileged to have
one of the greatest musicians in the history of
Canadian music perform. Joni Mitchell made
an appearance at the festival and naturally set
the crowd on its ear. Once again Wickham
apparently “lucked out” on this incredible
performer: Joni Mitchell was dating one
of the other performers already hired by
Wickham and due to festival’s reputation and
Mitchell’s desire to be with her “beau”, she
decided she would love to perform.
The truth is, that performers not only come
to Edmonton to collect a paycheck and flog
their music, they come because the festival
has an incredible reputation.You see, the
Edmonton Folk Festival has a very close-knit
family feel to it, despite its large size and even
larger success.

Photos by Karen Tschida
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The volunteers not only help keep the event moving
smoothly, but they also become the best promoters of
the festival through “word of mouth”.

Vicki Fannon, the Folk Festival Volunteer
Coordinator, is the life behind the scenes. Her
efforts in coordinating volunteers are critical
to the festivals success.Vicki not only makes
sure volunteer staff keep every guest at the
show happy, she also ensures her volunteers
are happy and pleased to be involved.
The Folk Fest volunteer base is close to
2000 people. Each one of these individuals is
treated just as well as the world-renowned
performers on stage. Each volunteer becomes
part of the folk festival family and enjoys the
same privileges as those they provide services
to. It is the strength of this family based
concept that has created the foundation of
success upon which the folk fest continues to
build.
The volunteers not only help keep the event
moving smoothly, but they also become
the best promoters of the festival through
“word of mouth”. Nothing is more effective
for promoting an event then the positive
words of a personal friend. When over 2000
volunteers spread the word of the incredible
experience they have had, year in and year
out, the folk fest family can only continue to
grow and grow.
The truth about the folk festival is, that it’s
an incredible feel good experience that not
only brings thousands of people together
to share in the beauty of the human spirit,
it also brings to life music that speaks the
truth about our society. It keeps music real.
It allows us to appreciate music from around
the world as well as the music in our own
back yards.
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As I left the Folk Fest office after saying
good-bye to Terry and Vicki, I felt energized as
if I had just enjoyed a great meal. I was full of
spirit and passion and wanted to take what I
had learned and share it with others.Vicki and
Terry had shared with me their passion for
the festival, one that inspires and impresses so
many. I left the office feeling as though I was
now a member of their family and I looked
forward to sharing the good news with
others.
The Edmonton Folk Festival will continue
to thrive in the future, as it’s spirit lives
on through the performers, guests and
volunteers. I hope that someday we can
create a planet, much like the folk festival,
wherein people care much about each other,
as well as the “festival of life” that we are
all a part of. If such passion can germinate
and grow, if the festival can bring more and
more people together in such a positive
environment, perhaps we can hold onto
the hope that the world can indeed be
united, through the beauty of music and the
passionate “word of mouth” of a close knit
family.

Article by Phil Alain.
Photos by Karen Tschida.
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